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Burak and Conxurrion 


13014 F _ 
Al it 1s Jul | now in : Praftce all over b 
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Great Britain, &. 


N 24 8 hes Elections of Me 
ol Parliament is the preſent 
and principal Matter which 


JA 7 
Yo NC] 
: all the Eyes of the People are 


S400. fix'd upon, ſo it is moſt Apro- 
po to ſpeak of it at the. Juncture when it 
is upon the Anvil. 

I ' think We have the beſt Authority to 
enquire into at this Time alſo, that can 
ever be offer d; for ſurely if they may 
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das the beſt Remedy for this Miſchief, 
 *-- = whether to prevent it, or puniſh it; whe- 
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Bribe, . Treat, buy Intereſt, fell Friends, 0 
ſplit Freeholds, make Men Drunk, de 
bauch their Senſes, corrupt their Princi- 
ples, and do a Million of illegal and cor- 
rupt Things, to draw them off from' Party 
to Party, juſtifying it all from this, That 
it is before the Te of the Writs ; ſure, by 
the ſame Rule we-may be allow'd to tell 
them of it, and we may claim the Privi- 
ledge as our dune. 
In doing this, it ſeems the propereſt Me- 
thod is, firſt, to enquire into the Fact, and 
then into the Confequences of it; and as 
legal as the Neceſſity of it appears, I ſhall 
not be wanting to juſtify the Practice as 
far as the Caſe will ber. 

It is true, Bribery and Corruption have 
been condemn'd by ſundry Parliaments, 
more eſpecially as it is praCctis'd in the Con- 


duct of Elections: Divers Attempts have 
alſo been made to put a ſtop to it, tho? hi- 
therto (as moſt Men think, was the firſt 
Defign in thoſe Attempts) moſt of them 

have prov'd ineffectual. . 
It cannot be forgotten what an eminent 
Debate happen'd between ſome Wiſe Mem- 
bers of the Hozſe of Commons, which had 
like to have ended in a Battle, about what 
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ther to hinder any from committing, it, or 
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I need not ſpend Time here to recite the 
many Acts of Parliament, Votes of the 
Houle, Reſolutions, Orders, Ac. Which 
have been made againſt this Crime: They 
are well known ; and above all, the little 
Good they have done, the ſmall Influence 
they have had, and the little Significancy 
they have been of, to put a check to the 
Practice, was never more Evident, than at 
—ͤ —— 
to have been ing their Chriſtmas at the 
Expence of 1 — for the next 
Parliament, the old One at that Time bo- 
ing not then diſſovcddq. 
But Cer I proceed, I cannot refrain 
obſerving what a moſt effectual Law was 
once paſs'd to cure this Malady, and which 
had in it ſome Clauſes really qualify d eter- 


{ nally to have aboliſnh'd it in the Nation, 


had not the Houſe put in Two Words, 
which kick'd up the Heels of all the reſt, 
took out all the Spirit, quite Enervated, 
and par'd the Nails of the whole Affair, 
and render'd it the Foundation of all 
that Bribery and Corruption, which we 
find the Kingdom ſo buſily employ*d about 
at this Time. 'This, as it is a moſt unde- 
niable Evidence of the Intent, and Mean- 


ing of the Law-makers, (as is ſaid above) 
o it will argue very ſtrongly with us, to 
s prove 


prove the abſolute: Neceſfity there is for. . 
continuance of the Crime. ory 
By this Law, to treat any Perſon that b. 
had à Vote for a Member of Parliament; a 

or if any Money was given to, or ſpent E 
upon any of the Electors, if any Conſide- tl 
ration was given, or promis d, or causd t. 
tobe given, o promis d for any Vote, or & 

i to recommend any Perſon, it was Crimi- II 7) 

k nal, and the Election thereby. made void, r 

i together with other particular Circum- ] 

it frances Which render'd the Act very for- te 

'| midable, had it reſted there: But then f. 

N came in the Clauſe, which: is-calld the 0 

Clauſe of Limitation, viz. aſter the Teſt N 

E 
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"i of the Writ ! Was ever ſuch a Clauſe | 
z added to any Act in this World before? 
16 By which it is made a Law, and no Law; 

a Prohibition, and no Prohibition; as if 
an Act had: been made that no Man ſhould | 
Stab another, and then put in a. Clauſe I © 
of Limitation, viz. After he was Dead. 
The Thing which makes this ſo; won- i © 
derful is, that Bribery and; Corruption is 
thereby declar'd ; unlawful for a certain 
Time. only, and tacitly, tollerated and al- 

0 
0 
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low'd at another Time, with this particu- 
lar Remark. to be made alſo upon, vis. | 
That it is at preſent no manner of Grie- | 
Vance to the Perſons concern'd ; for the 
Tame before the Teſt of the, Writ, is now & 
made as ettectual to the Intent and Mean- 
- £4. ITS ; f ; ing 
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ing of the Crime, as the Time after the 
Teſt of the Writ was before 
Strange! That, a Law to prevent Bri- 


bery, and Corruption ſhould. be limited to 


ime only, and not have been made 
Eternal and Univerſal. Methinks the Ti- 
tle of this Act ſhonld have been, An Art 
to tollerate Bribery and Corruption, in Ele- 
tion of Members of Parliament, except on. 
ly after the Teſt gf the Writs,;, as if Brihe- 
ry and Corruption were no Scandal to the 
Juſtice of the Government, no Reproach 
to the Honeſty of the People of Great Bri- 
tain, no Sins againſt Heaven, or againſt 
our Neighbour; : no Evils either 1n their. 


4 N ature, or in their Conſequences, but on- 


y, certain Things of an indifferent Quali- 
ty, Which being:of Evil Conſequence, in 


that particular .Coſe, were to be reſtrain'd 


while it was juſt in agitation, and that the 
AQ was to ſay to the Candidates thus, 


Gentlemen, We are 1 that Bribe- 
ry and Corruption is of Uſe in ſome 


* of Elections, at leaſt not ſo openly: as 


3 < Cafes, hut we cannot allow it in this 


% 
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« you Practice it, vis. juſt in the AQ of 


ec the Electing; but if you muſt do it, we 
„will oblige you to do it ſooner, that at 
& leaſt, when you come to the Place, you 


„ may ſcem to be impartial, and to att 
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ea 


honourably ; ſo if you will Bribe and 
Treat, and Buy and Sell, you ſhall not 
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6e do it after the Teſt of the Writ ; but 
c before that Time, ton gr open 
“ and bare fac'd as you will.“ This is 


the plain Language of this Act. the moſt 
ridiculous Thing of the kind that ever I | 


met with, and it is wonderful in a Place 
where Men are fo apt to take Notice of 


ſuch Things, that none ever thought it | 


worth their while to expoſe the falſe Step 
of our Legiſlators upon this Occaſion. 


Bur leaving this for a while, to return | 
to again, after a few Words, let us enquire | 


into the Partiality of the World, with re- 


ſpect to their Cenſures of this Matter, in | 
which, if I ſpeak impartially, I am ſure | 
to fall upon both Parties, and therefore, of 
courſe, to be condemn'd by both again ; | 
for who can expect that either Side ſhould } 


be pleas'd to be told of their Miſtakes ?. 
It is obſervable of this Bribery in Electi- 


_ Sons, that it is practis d by all Sides, but | 


is never complained of in the Houſe, b 


any, but thoſe who have what they call | 
the Strength of the Houſe on their ſide ; | 
and among them it is too often, that the 
Crime gets its true Name, but on one 


Side. 


x 
. 
% 


There goes a known Story of Sir Chr 
Muſ—ave, who being reflected on in 
the Houſe for ſomething which he had 
ſaid, or done there, made a Speech like 
this that follows. Mr. Speaker, I _ 2 
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There ſeems to be ſomething how⸗ 


... a. © 
bad the Honour to ſit in this Houſe —_ 
Tears, and never did any thing which T had 
reaſon to be aſhamed of, in my Life, except, 


| My. Speaker, in the Matter of Elections, 


and There, the Lord have mercy upon us 


: It ſeems by this, that Bribery and Cor- 


ruption without Doors, and Partiality in 
the Enquiry into it within Doors (Crimes 
aſſiſtant to one another,) are but converti- 
ble Terms, and one has as much need to be 

revented as the other, being equally ſcan- 
0 alous to the Conſtitution of Great=Bri- 


ever; in that part, practiſed © without 
Doors, which is at preſent fitteſt for our 
Cognizance, and deſerves to be expos'd in 


its proper Colour, that our Gentry may ſee 


what ſordid mean Steps they take to be ad- 
mitted, by the Common People, to be their 


$ Legiſlators ; and then in ſhewing their 


Practice within the Houſe; we ſhall let 
them ſee what it is they were wheedled for, 
and what the Buſineſs is, for which their 
Landlords, and Lords of the Manours 
{toop'd fo vilely to coax, and Palavre with 
the meaneſt and pooreſt amongſt their 


2 Neighbours. 
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It has been often 8 tho' never 


found out, why Men {ſhould ſpend their 


Eſtates and diſhonour. their Perſons to ſuch} 
a degree as they do, to be choſen into a 
Houte where no Man can get one Shilling 
honeſtly by ſitting: Going up to Parliament, 
eſpecially to Gentlemen who live remote, 
is very troubleſome, dangerous, and ex- 
penſtve, without including the Expence of 
being choſen; when they are choſen, they 
cannot, as above, make one Farthing ad- 
vantage; barely as Members, but what 
_ muſt be.ſcandalous to em, ſo much as to 
think of. If they accept of any thing, it 
is certainly at the Expence of their Country, 
and is moſt probable to be againſt its Inte- 
reſt; for when Courts buy Members, and 
give Penſions, it is always for ſomething, 
for ſome Aſſiſtance; Service, or Perform- 
ance, which cannot be obtained without 
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FP bis now muſt be, 1. Robbery, for they 
take the Money which they gave, and 
Which they never gave to be ſo employ' d, 
andi this is robbing their Country; for they 
take the Money which they firſt gave out 
of the Country's Pocket, for other Uſes. 
2. Betraving their Truſt; fon What if they | 
are prevail'd upon thus to do their Duty, | 
they ought to do it Without Money; if not 
their Duty, they betray their a in | 
155 | * Oing 
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(2 ) 
doing it at all; ſo that be it which. way it 
will; That Member of Parliament, be he 
of what Side, Party, or Cauſe he will, 
Court or Country, High-Church or Low, 
if he accept, or takes any Place, Penſion, 
Payment, or Price, to byaſs his Vote, or 
to procure him to do this or that Thing, 
which he would not otherwiſe do, and 
which he did not think himſelf bound in 
Conſcience, and in Duty and Juſtice to his 
Country, to do, that Man is a Traitor to 
his Truſt, betrays thoſe who chooſe him, 
and is a moſt dangerous Enemy to his 
Country. UE 5 
I do not fay that ſuch Things are given 


or offer'd, to Members of Parliament; 
Courts and Miniſters of State, are (or 
Z Cſhould be) above taking ſuch _ baſe and 
vile Steps, as that of bribing Members of 


Parliament, to bring them over to vote 
with the Crown, and to paſs ſuch Laws as 
they ſtand in need of. The Dignity of the 
Crovyn is above being ſubjected to mercena- 
ry Practices, and ſtooping to the baſe 


g Methods of Bribery and Corruption; at 
leaſt, if it has not been ſo formerly, we 


hope it will be ſo. zow. What then can 
the Gentlemen of Great-Britain mean, by 
{pending their Eſtates in Treating, Feaſt- 
ing, Bribing, Buying, Fc. in the ſeveral 


: | Counties and Corporations, to get into the 


B 2 next 


—_  - 
next Parliament? Sure they cannot be ſo 
weak to believe, that they Thall be wanted | 
at Court, and that the Houſe of Commons 
is the Place to make their Market of: If 
that is their Opinion, _ ought to be fa 
juſt to the Country, as to let them know it, 
and if they will chooſe them afterwards, | 
the Fault muſt be their own. bes. 
But this is a dangerous Enquiry, andT | 
{hall wave it for the preſent ; being willing | 
to believe, that if. theſe People have now | 
ſuch a Proſpect, they will be miſtaken) | 
what Scandal they bring upon the reſpective 
Parties they pretend to ſerve, ſhall be ſpo- | 
ken of afterwards ; in the mean time, this | 
vile Practice of Treating and Bribing the 
Country, in order to Elections, would re- 
ceive ſome check, if we could repreſent it 
as an a Theatre, in its true Scenes of Acti- 
on; letting the Gentlemen ſee themſelves 
acted to the Life, that they might be made 
ſenſible. how they un- man themſelves, much | 
Lo more how they un- gentleman themſelves, 
i in their deſcending to the ſordid Methods of 
jo courting the Rabble in the Town, Which 
they apply to for Election. a 
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Firſt, For the Vice of the Practice, let | 
Lil them view the Town they ſtand for, from 
fi one end to the other, flPd with Drunken- 
| nas, and that attended with -its'uſual rett 

4 5 | nue 
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ever the incorrigible Don Quixot ex 


C213) 
nue of Whoring, Dancing, Raging, Curling, 
Fighting, Breaking of Windows, and each 
others Heads, and what is worſe, of break- 
ing their Oaths and Words, £9c. The Town 
is all on Fire with the Flames of Wane, 
Brandy, Ale, Sc. blazing at the Eyes and 


Z Mouths of the Mob, who being inflan''d 
with Liquor, are thereby made Judges of, 
and are then deſir'd to determine, who are 
ET fitteſt to repreſent them when they are 
ſober, the poor People are made drunk, 
that they may chooſe Legiſlators to make 
Laws to puniſh Drunkeneſs. They are 
made Slaves to the Liquor, the better to 


qualifie them to chooſe the Conſervators of 


their Liberty. The very Nonſenſe of the 
Thing reproves the horrid Practice, and 
2X condemns the Candidates themſelves, of 
the moſt Criminal Piece of Folly, that 
2 wiſe Men can be ſuppoſed to act. 


But to adjourn the Reaſoning Part, and 


leave reproving the Immorality of it, let 


me deſcend a little to ſomething Hiſtorical, 


in our modern Elections; if all the Accounts 
of the moſt ſordid, brutiſh, unſufferable 


Doings in the World can come to it; if 
pos'd 
the Dignity and Quality of a Gentleman, as 
pur Engliſh Gentleman of Quality expoſe 


2 themſelves, then this Account ſhall be con- 
demn'd as Scandalous. 


To 


—- > — — 3 8 
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in Hand to a Room full of Drunken Boors, 

cringing and whining, Gentlemen, I beg 
the favour of your Votes", then ſlavver and 
kiſs their Wives, and with their Tongues 


from them: To ſee this done in the open 


and, which is worſe, moſt juftly abhorring | 
that baſeneſs of Spirit that can act in this 


him for a Haltpeny. Is this the Spirit and i 


(14) 

To ſee a — of _ a For- 
tune, going through a Country Village from 
Alehouſe to Alehouſe, drinking Belch with M 
every Butcher, be. hail-felow-wellqnet, F : 
with every Tanner and Tinker; ſtand Cap 0 


put Guineas into their Mouths, as they 
kiſs them beaſtly Creatures; call them 
Madam, and Ladies, when they are hardly 
able to bear: the Stench of the Brandy, To- 
bacco, and of what's worſe, that fumes 8 


Town, with Hundreds of unconcerned | 
People looking on, and laughing at them, 


manner. To ſee my Lord, or my Lady's ö 
Son go from Hovel to Hogſtye, through all 
the Houſes of the Town, till he comes 
home with his Clothers crawling with Ver. 
mine, to ask the Scot and Lot Man for his 
Vote, who, at another time, would ask 


Blood of a Gentleman? Does he that can 
do, this, become the Houſe of Commons? 
Is hethat can do thus fit to be a Repreſen- J 
tative of the brave Britiſh Nation? What 
meaneſs and baſeneſs will not- lie ſtoop to 
9 When 


ſchis go down: He adds, Sir, Tour Buſmeſs 


( rg) 


| when he comes up, that can Roop to this 
at Home? n „ 


Add to this how.] egregiouſl the Gentle- 


* 


men are impos'd upon, and how bruti{hl 


inſulted, by the Keepers of Publick Hou- 


2 ſes, on the Oecaſion of their Elections; how 


they ſcorn to make any Reckoning, or 


bring in any Bill, but charging them in 
dreſs'd, Sc. perhaps five times as much as 
the Gentleman, and poor Candidate ! muſt 
pay the Money, or he looſes the Houſe ; 
and then his Antagoniſt, to gain that Vote 
and Intereſt, will pay all that Money, and 
his own Treat too: Nay, we frequently 
find theſe Alehouſe-keepers, or Inn-keepers 
take upon them to be Agents for the Can- 
didate, and then they muſt be entruſted 
with Money, to diſtribute amongſt the Vo- 
1 ters, or perhaps amongſt their W ives, this 
Aby the Law, being forbidden to the Men 
Ito receive, as well as the Candidate to 
give; the Conſequence is, that he muſt not 
ask the truſty Age nt who he gave it to, 
neither muſt he give him any Account of 
Vit, which is what he defires. - The general 
Account is thus; Sir, I have diſpos d of all 
Hour Worſhip gave me : Or, Sir, Tour Mor- 


or ſo much Drink drawn, Meat 


ip muſt Order me ſome more Money, to make 


goes 
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will ftand by you Hand and Heart; PII warl 


Hackney; who in Confederacy with the 


(15) 


Fellows, tho" I muſt not name them, thaill 


Zoes on finely ; Thave ſecured you ſante hone 


rant your Worſhip ſhall be choſen; and thug! 
makes him blindfold part with his Money, | 
There is a certain Place in Exglany!: 
where there are Three Burrough Towns: 
who chooſe Members, they ſtand al 


Three within the ſpace of Five Miles; in 


one of theſe Three, are not Five Families 


which at another Time would not ask 


an Alms as you ride by their Door, and 


not above Thirty Electors in the Place 


and their Neighbours, tho” not quite fe? 
low, yet perhaps as Mercenary in their? 


Degree: In this little Place it has been 


known that 2000 J. has been ſpent at an 
Election, and the Writer hereof heard 4 
Vintner in the Place ſwear, that he made 
230 J. of one Pipe of Canary. 3 


lere the poor unmanageing Candidate 
commits his Cauſe to the Conduct of a} 


Viatner aforeſaid, bubble the Candidate 
out of his Money; the Deputy appears at 
the Head of his Intereſt, pays the Reckon- 
ing, and agrees to whatever the Vintner 
charges; while, although they treat thoſe 
who have no Votes, as well as thoſe that 
have, they cannot ſometimes get People 
enough together to Drink ſufficient * $ 

+ make 


(3 EY 
make the Appearance neceſſary to ask 
Money for it; here the Candidate W be- 


tray'd in the fooliſheſt and in the fouleſt 
Manner imaginable, and the ſame Vint- 
ner, the Week after, does the ſame for his 
Opponent; for they have but one Houſe 
to Treat at, in the whole Burrough 
Let any one, while they are reading 
this, take the Pains to imagine themſelves 
at the Famous Town of Stockbridge, where 
this Scene is juſt now aQing. We are 
told from thence, in the written News 
Letters, that there has already been more 
Money ſpent upon the Buſineſs of the 
next Election, than would pay for all the 
= Houſes in the Pariſh at Twenty Years 
2 Purchaſe. pps OE 
Any Trader, who is acquainted with 
the land of Great Britain, knows what 
Number of theſe ſmall Burroughs there 
are in England; that ſome Burroughs have 
no Inhabitants at all ; ſome have fo few, 
as it is a ſhame to mention them. Two 
Burrough Towns in one Pariſh, and with- 
in almoſt a Call of one another, theſe are the 
Theaters upon which this farce is very 
often acted, and where formerly it was 
chiefly ſo : But being now hardned in the 
Practice by the limitation of the Law, 
which makes it as it were avowedly law- 
al before the Teſt of the Writ. The Gig 
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Thing is acted all over the Nation, as | 
well in County Elections, as in thoſe of | 

Cities and Burrough Towns. 
_ Nay, we are come to ſuch a paſs now, | 
that this Treating and Bribery, 1s no. more | 
a couceal'd Practice, done by Proxies, and | 
underhand, as formerly, but openly and 
avowedly in the Teeth of Juſtice and in 
the Face of the Sun, is a Thing authoriz'd A 
by the Juſtice of the Times, and allo w- dd 
by Act of Parliament while the Writs are 
not iſſued out; nor is the diſtance of Time 
made any Difficulty, all the difference is, 
that whereas the Bribe and the Treache- 
ry went juſt Hand in Hand, like the Work 
and the Wages; the Caſe is a little alter d, 
and the Wages being now paid by way 
of Advance, the Candidate gives Credit 
Upon this Account it is, that we ſee © 
now daily Advertiſements. in the Prints, 
(vi. ) Such a Perſon reſolving to ſtand for 
the County of — in the enſuing Electi- 
on, deſires his Friends to meet at ſuch a 
Tavern, tlie Sign of the in Street, 
London. Certain it is, that in the Days, 
when there Were no Laws againſt treating 
of Voters; no Acts of Parliament againſt 
Bribery and Corruption, they durſt never go 
this length ; but ſince the Thane when the 
unlawfülneſs of it has been limited, tis evi- 
dent, they take all the reſt of the Time to be 
a : ; allow'd, > 
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| CY. 6 
allow'd, and that the Limitation is an ef- 
fectual Tolleration of Bribery and Cor- 
ruption, pro hac Vice, what leſs than this 
is the meaning of inviting Freeholders to 
the Taverns by a printed Advertifemept ? 
The Cafe needs very little Explanation; 
they are invited thither to take the Pledge, 


3 and their Votes are the Performance of 


the Engagement : But, fays the Parties, 
No, we invite them that we may ſee who 


are our Friends, how many we have, and 


that we may know what Numbers we 


have to depend upon. ä 


Very good; and what is this more, or 


d, leſs, than a Captain who Muſters his new 
2 rais'd Men privately, to ſee how many are 
2 liſted, and whether he has his Complement, 
before the Regiment ſhall be review'd ? 
What is this but lifting their Men, where 
the impreſs Money, you know, is always 


the firſt Thing, and then the Service of 
the Man is not queſtion'd ;* ſome Deſer- 
ters there may be, indeed, but it amounts 


to nothing, the Number is ſoon made up. 


This is the way that the Candidates 


begin to manage at this Time; what 


length they may go in Time, we muſt 
wait to fee ; but certainly, he that will 
thus Bribe, and Poiſon the Voter to de- 


bauch their Principles in giving Suffrage 
be for him, will not be the hardeſt Man in 


C2 the 


(20) 
the World to be brib'd when he is a Voter 
himſelf; for he that can think it lawful 
to Corrupt thoſe who Vote for him, can 
hardly think it unlawful to take a Bribe, 
and be corrupted by others, when 1t comes 
to his turn to Vote for other People : If this 
Judgment ſhould be counted abroad as Cha- 


ſerve others. 


Whence then comes it to paſs, that ſuch 


— 
3 


whether in the Houſe, or out of the 
Houſe ? What is the meaning of thoſe Say. 


ings, which were ſo frequently heard in 
Elections of the late Reign? The Mini- ws 
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{try will have a Parliament to their Mind; 
the Court has all imaginable Advantages 
to get a Parliament for their turn : What 
was the meaning of making Troops of 


Lords? What the Engliſh of that known 
Scoticiſm Carriage paid? What are the Ex- 
clamations which ſome make againſt the 
laſt Parliament? A ſorry Parliament, a 
Houſe of Commons for their turn, a a 
Houſe made uf of their own Creatures, ant 
fuch like ; Did not this 7 imply that 


ad as Cha. We 
rity, I think it would be very Unjuſt; for 
no Man can be ſo weak to believe, but 
that he, who will fly to Mercenary Court 
Sycophants, to ſerve himſelf, would be 
himſelf Mercenary when he comes to 
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loud Complaints are made of the Govern- 


ment of Parties in the Publick Affairs, 


= 
* 


3 
$8 
3 
hs 
4 
5 
<< 
„ 


a _—_ 

5 E 
2 
o Pers 


= : 
1 #1 
+8 
99323 
Ss 
ws 
1 

2 


4 
C- 
-Y 


3 

yt 
Is 
- 
2 


theſe Men took a Sett of People, into their 


Boſom, 
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Boſom, who they did not think fit to 
have any Reliance upon, and that the 


Court had made their Friends in the 


Houſe ? Nay, what did it import Jeſs, or 
more than this, that the Court had found 
2 way to penetrate into the Members who 
were choſen, and that they were all paſ⸗- 
ſiyely their Creatures? EE * 

If this is not ſo, there are few amongſt 


us who have done very little Juſtice to 
thoſe People, and who have caſt heavy 


Reproaches upon that Houſe of Commons, 


without any Reaſon ; many yl Names 
;have been given them, for what they did 
in the Houſe, but many more, I dare ſay, 


Ewere their due for what they did to get 


in. It muſt be confeſs'd the firſt is the 
Fopeneſt Crime; but, I believe, the laſt is 
Fthe wickedeſt, becauſe, alſo, it is Evi- 
dent, that it is the End for which all the 
FRogueries of Elections are acted; for what 
can be faid lefs of fuch Men, who get in- 
to the Houſe of Commons by ill Me- 
thods, but that they come in with an ill 
Deſign ; and that he who will play all the 
2 Villanous Pranks, and wicked Pract 

get in to be a Member of the Houſe of 
Commons, will act the groſſeſt, and moſt 
2 abhorrd Things that lie in his Power 
2 when he comes there: Can it be ſuppos'd, 
hut he that ſteals a Horſe to travel a Jour- 


iſes, to 


ney 


ä 
ney on the Road, will, if it offers, take; 
Purſe when he is out. . 
From hence I muſt take the Liberty to 

put the Exgliſh Gentlemen in Mind, that uit! 
corrupt Practiſes for clandeſtine and unjuſt r 
Elections are more Criminal than they are, 
aware of, and has more Baſeneſs in the! 
Practice, and more Crime in the Deſign 
for it is, in few Words, aiming at a Pow. 
er to do Evil, with a deſign to do Evil. 
I ?0o ſit in the Houſe of Commons, as i 
gives Gentlemen an Opportunity to do the 
greateſt Service to their Country, and makes 
them capable of doing the greateſt Good 
that Gentlemen in any Station can do, ſo i 
on the other hand, they are frequently in à2 Na 
Condition to do the greateſt Evil, and te Hot 
act in Miſchief moſt fatal to their Country a 
that can be; it is ſcarce poſſible that any is 
Station of Lite can give a Man an Opportu-M 0 
nity equal to that of a Member of the ] 
Houſe of Commons, to do either Good or Nut 
Harm to his Native Country; ſometimes ha 
the Fate of the whole Nation ſhall turn up- Wr 
on his fingle Vote, and with the Breath of b 
his Mouth he ſhall fix the Chains, or open I. 
the Door to the Liberty of a whole Nation. Wet 
How many Acts of Parliament of the high. Wd 
eſt Conſequence imaginable, and that in W 
our Memory, have paſs'd upon the 9 I 

| 01 
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cur | 

Bf one ſingle Vote, as the Habeas Corpus 
1 gill for one. ; 3 
Ho many innocent Men had periſhed 
ton Priſon, e're now, upon unjuſt Occaſions 
bat /ithout ever being brought to a Hearing, 
aſt : r without the Queſtion being decided, 
refFyhether they had any Guile or no, if the 
Interpoſition of that one Vote had not ſecu- 
ed the Subject from languiſhing Impriſon- 
Heat without Trial, and made it the Right 
the People to demand by Writ of Habeas 
or pus that he be deliver'd upon Bail? So 
Hat all thoſe Lives have been ſaved by the 
Preath of that one Man, and we all have 
$1)0y'd the Benefit of that Act, and of En- 
i Liberty, by the Juſtice of one Vote: 
Nad that one Man been abſent, or had he 
Foted by Bribery and Penſion, and gone 
4 rainſt the Bi H, what had been the Fate of 
Tis Kingdom? And what had one Man's 
-F oice been able to do therein? 

Much more might be ſaid to this Part 
Nut it belongs to another Head, of which 1 
es ay have room to ſpeak hereafter : I re- 
p- urn to the preſent purpoſe, to enquire in- 
of p the Methods to which our Gentry in 
en $-:taiz ſtoop and debaſe themſelves, in or- 
ger to obtain a Seat in Parliament; Theſe, 
Indeed, merit to be expoſed. They conſiſt 
two kinds. | | 


110 Cor- 


A443) 

1. Corrupt and fraudulent Methods fil 
dbtaining an Intereſ#. N 

24h. Mean and Scandalous Methods af ſt 

mongſt the Rabble and common People, n 

keep up and carry on their Intereſt. 


A 
2) 
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7 
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are very many, particularly ſuch as buying 
Votes, ſplitting Freeholds, making honorz 
ry Freemen, buying Aldermen's and Ma 
oiſtrates Places, and which is a new Practia 
or rather an old one juſt now reviv'd; buy 
ing the Intereſts of other Perſons who di 
cline to ſtand, and is, in brief, not unjuſth® © 
or improperly call'd, buying a Corporation, 1 97 


2dly. The Mean and Scandalous Methol# 
Sc. and theſe are ſtill more than the othe 
r 3 
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Debauching the Voters by Treating 
Drunkenneſs, Oc. 1 
Counterfeiting Votes, perſonating Fres 
men, Scot and Lot Men, Oc. 59 
Partiality in taking the Polls. 
Violence and Tumults to carry away fh Ca! 
Rabble, and terrifie the Electors. 


>; 


(YH) 


Going from Houſe to Houſe perſonally, 
ſtooping to all the mean, little, naſty, and 
moſt ſordid Methods of Entreaty and Sub- 
miſſion to the very Scum of the Streets, 

J bowing and cringing to the Rabble, court- 
Jing, kiſſing, and ſometimes wake the Wo- 
men, drinking and mobbing with the 
scoundrels of every TW m. 
lf it be enquir'd here what reſpecł theſe 
Things have to the Matters now before us, 
l muſt anſwer every way: And it is more 
{than needful to mention it, to clear wp the 

Reputation of the preſent Undertaking ; 
for if there are no immediate Uſes to be 
made of the Propoſition, To what purpoſe 


fa | 


2 


it ſpoken of? 


Hirſt, To theſe Corruptions in the Electi- 
Jon of Members, are juſtly to be charged all 
Ithe injurious Things done in, or by any 
former Parliament. We are nbt' to fa 
rhat the laſt Houſe of C——s were a Pack 
of R—s, Good Mer! they are in their 
Graves, and of them we are to fpeak the 
Popiſh Language of the dead, Propitietur 
Deus! But if there were any Rs a- 
mong them, it ſeems very probable that 
they were chiefly found among thoſe who 
came into the Houle by the help of R-—s; 
if there were any Mercenary Repreſenta- 
= „„ tives 


668  - 
tives, in the Houſe, that might be brib'q 
to ſell their Country, and the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, they were ſuch as had traded | 
with the Mercenary Y oters in their Ele. 


Aion, and bought, by Bribery and Cor-| 


 rYaption, the acceſs they had to the green 
| Benches of St. Stephen. 9 


In like manner may it be for Time to 


come, and therefore it is the Intereſt, and 


Duty of every Man that is concern'd fot 


* 0 


the Good, and for the Honour of his 


bye 


Country, to expoſe thoſe Methods by 


which Kna—s are let into the Houſe, 
and the Honeſt, Loyal, Faithful Patriots 
who, if right were done, would come in, 


* 


are ſhut out and excluded. 


For, do we think that theſe Methods ; 
are not to be practiſed again, when a fu. 
ture Election is to come on ; or, do wW'e 
not rather know, that theſe Things are all 
exemplify'd at this Time, and in ſuch af 
Manner, as far as one goes the Original; 
and that Bribery, Corruf tion, Treating, 
Debauching the Electors by all poſſible 
Methods, and raiſing Intereſts in the moſt i 
ſhameful, and clandeſtine Manner that e- 
ver was known in this, Nation, is the ve- | 
ry Scene that is now acting? Are not the 
EleQors juſt now keeping their Chriſima | 
throughout this Kingdom, at the Expence 
of their Candidates tor the next Rieck a | 
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And all the wicked, extravagant, and il- 


legal Things, openly, avowedly, and bare: 
fredly doing at this Time towards the 


next Election, that ever could be imagin'd; 


and this under the only Pretence that was 
mention'd before, (via.) That. it was before 


| the Teſt of the Writs: As if all manner of 


Corruptions were madelawful by that Limi- 
tation, and that no Brzbery, or Corruption 
was forbidden before the Teſt of the Writs : 


: | Thisis the Cauſe why the preſent Enquiry is 
in an eſpecial manner not only Profitable, but 
abſolutely Neceſlary at this Time. It would © 


be endleſs to give an account of the Corrupt 


and Fraudulent Methods taken, to carry 


an Election in the ſeveral Corporations of 


„England, to all which, particular Exam 
Z ples may be given. I {hall ſingle out one, 
(bis.) In a certain Town, which was e- 


minent for chooſing by the Numbers of 
Freemen, and thote Freemen enrolPd in 
the Corporation-Books, we had this Prank 


= ?layd; one of the Candidates, who was 


not in the Intereſt of the Magiſtrate, de- 
firing to know the Strength of his Intereſt, 
demands a Liſt of the Freemen ; the Clerk 


told him he could not do it without ac- 


quainting the Court, -(v:z:) Mr. Mayor 
and his Brethren ; after ſome needful delay 
for this Work, he draws out a Liſt of the 
Freemen, and delivers it to the Candi- 
date, who; by this Liſt, cafting up his In- 

: D #2 | tereſt, 


| 
| 
i 
? 


a Mob of People, who had no Intereſt | 


in the Town: And thus, not only the 
Townſmen are cheated, and defrauded ; | 
the Candidate, whoſe Intereſt was faireſt; | 
and moſt indiſputable, is defeated ; but 
the Conſtitution and antient Priviledges | 
are. betray'd to Foreigners; I mean not | 
Aliens, ſuch as are born beyond the Seas, 
but Foreigners in the Language of Corpo. - 
rations, ſuch as have no right to come in, 
no legal Settlement, no right to ſet up 
Trades, £9c. Theſe are let in, to the Ruin 
„„ , i; ,-iÞ 

The Candidate ſurpriz'd at this Eclat, 
comes up to the Mayor, Sir, ſays he, Is 
not this Man your Officer, and the Servant | 


WT 


* 


: 
* 


W 
of the Corporation? Yes Sir, ſays Mr. ſh 
Mayor, with an Air of Corporation Pride, B 
and what then? Why Sir, I obtain d your 00 
Morſbipꝰs Order to him to give me a Liſt of . 
the Freemen, and I deſire to know. whether ce 
1 zou 


(29) 1 

1 allow him to put a Trick upon me, by 
Aron me a wrong Lift ? No vir, by 10 
Means, ſays Mr. Mayor; Why then Sir, 


but the Day before Tefterday.; and with 
that produces the Lift fign'd in due Form, 


ou at all, This was a right Liſt then, but 
Vibe Corporation has thought fit | 
theſe. Freemen the. laſt Conrt-Day, which 
I was Jeſterday; and being legally adnitted, 
bey are on the Lift from that Time, aud 
% Jou ſbould haue came for à Liſt laſt Night, 
Ihe Man has not trickd you at all, Sir; 


man, Ind that your Clark har not trick d 
me indeed, I fend pou have done it your ſelf 
Sir, ſays the Mayor, Such Language does 
ust became you. in this. Court; I repreſent 
her Majeſty, Sir, aud muſt maintainthe Ho. 
our of my Sovereign. Sir, ſays the Can- 
didate, Her Majeſty is the Soul of your 
Authority, but very far from being an en- 
courager of your . Behaviour in it; I ſhall 
$ however, ſay no more to you here in reſpect 
to your Chair, but, I ſhall find a Place 
where you ſhall hear me, and your Chair 
ſhall not protect you. What Sir, ſays Mr. 
3B00——, (the Mayor I mean) what, Do 
ou Challenge me? I might commit you -foy 
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commit Tes Miſtakes then inſtead of One, 


Sir, 


| 
1 
i 
1 
1 
N 


ſays he, here's the Liſt which he gave me 


0 Sir! Says Mr. Mayor, he has nat tricÞd 
rt fit to admit 


very well, Mr. Mayor, fays the Gentle. 


this: Sir, ſays the Gentleman, Tau roould 


(30) 


bir, and I have Bail ready; but before yi 
offer that, give me leave to tell you, ] ſcorn 1 


challenge my Inferiours; I pat you. in Mind 
Sir, of your Breach of Duty; And that Ib 
tell vou of it in another Place, which becauſe 
zou do not underſtand, Sir, I tell you, I anl 


choſen in another Place, and I ſhall call. you 1 
an Account for this at the Bar of the Houſe iff 
Commons. Tow may do as you can there, Siri 


ſays the Mayor, I ſhall act as my Duty lead 


me here, Sir, and that without your Direction. 


And then the Debate ended, the Candi 


date loſt his Election, and the Cauſe came 


before the Houſe, where all the honorary 
Freemen, (ſo ran the Times at that Juncturi 
were allow'd, and the Inſolence and Fraud 


of the Country Magiſtrate receiv'd the En 
couragement of a Sanction, which had not 
the Party.prevailed, on whoſe it was aQed,| 


would never have paſs d. 


In another eminent Corporation wel 
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find, that by the Preſcription of the Bur-. 
rough, the Right of Election lies in the 
Mayor, twelve Aldermen, Recorder, and 
24 Common-Council Men; upon the Ap. 


proach of an Election, it being uſual for the 


Parties to try the Strength of their Intereſts 


reſpectively, it fell out that the Mayor, M 
four Aldermen, the Recorder, and juſt balt WF. 
ere 


of the Common-Council-Men, who w 
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in being, were on one Side, which was 
the reigning Party Side; it appear?d upon 
the Occaſion, that there were two Alder- 
men dead, and two abſent, who they 
vyere ſure could not be at the Place; ſo they 
had nothing to do to ſecure their Majority, 
but to make two new Aldermen, and them 


own; the Conſtitution of the Corporation 
was ſuch, as that the Vacancies in the 
Court of Aldermen were not filled up by 
the Choice of the People, but by the reſt of 


his by a certain Day. 


Majority would have gone the other oy : 


Ineas ſept to his Wife, by whom he was ma- 


heard 


of their own Side, and the Game was their 


heir OWN Body 5 ſo they reſolvꝰd upon 


It happen'd, that on the Day, contrary: 
ro their Expectation, the two abſent Al- 
Nermen appeared, and the Election by their 


two Articles helped them in this diſtreſs: 
One of their Court was in debt to a Perſon. 
in the Town 5007. which he could not pay, 
and he was told plainly, if he would not 
Vote for ſuch an Alderman, he would be 
\ Warreſted immediately for the whole Money, 

which he ſaw reaſan to ſubmit to; the other 
Alderman being poor, had a Hundred Gui- : 


d de the: Alderiza ws choke, mad 
then the Election of the other was ſecured ; 
and this put me in Mind of another Corpo- 

ration: Trick of like kind, which I hays 


Wo _— 
heard of — hangs : The Occafion 
was to fill up the Court of Aldermen with 

fome Tools for the Party's Uſe, of which 
we are now Treating; but this was very 
difficult to do, becauſe the Party oppoſing, 
had a Majority among the. Aldermen then 
in being, by two Voice. 
It was not only impoſſible to fill up the 
Court of Aldermen to their Mind, becauſe 
of theſe two Men, but it was with Difficul 
ty that the other Party, by the ſollicitation 
of theſe very Men, and their other Friends, 
were kept off from filling up the Court of 
Aldermen, which, it ſeems, wanted four ot 
five Members quite the other Day. | 
But to manage this Party-Cauſe, a cun- 
ning - are or, yarn ? 
Wit than Honeſty, Cauſes, I do not ſay forges, 
a Letter from a noble Lord, who 22 — I 
eight Miles off, to be ſent to thefe two Al. 
dermen, and to a third Gentleman in the 
Town, to invite them to come over to dine 
with his Lordſhip ona Pot of Veniſon ſuch | 
a Day, by 12 a Clock; and named another 
Alderman alſo, who, if they could, they | 
might bring with them. The love of Ve. 
niſon went far with two Country Alder- | 
men and a Quack-Do@or ; but the honour 
of his Lordſhip's Invitation was what they 
could not refift, not being to diſoblige my 
Lord for a great deal; ſo that the Journey 
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was not on 8 of all the Evening at 
the Town Coffee-Houſe, dream'd on all 
Night, but readily comply*d with, the next 
Morning, in the beſt Figure the Aldermen 
. TR 
As ſoon as the Parties were ſure of their 
Game, and the Gentlemen were ſeen to go 
out of Town, they ſummons a Court of Al- 
dermen upon an eſpecial Occaſion of Buſi- 
neſs, quite differing from what was in the 
Deſign; where öne of the Members in a 
Speech, as if by meer Accident, taking no- 
tice of what a thin Appearance they had, 
and how frequently it was ſo, upon any 
Meeting of Buſineſs, (ſeveral of their Bre- 
thren being often out of Town,) defired the 
Court might be moved to fill up their Body, 
by chooſing proper Perſons in the Room of 


- 


ſuch as were dead; others, prepared for the 
S purpoſe, back'd the Motion: The Court, 


without the leaſt Colour ofa Deſign, came 
into it, and the Party having a Majority, 
named ſuch Men as they had in Petto, for 


the purpoſe. 


How the Travailing Aldermen were 


$ diſappointed ; how they look d at my 


Lord's when the Steward told them his 
Lordſhip was gone out, and aſſured them 


| he knew nothing of it; how they were 


laugh'd at when they came home, &c: 
Theſe Things do not belong to our _—_ 
e = | the 


: 85 


n 
the Jeſt may be managed as they pleaſe; 
but in a Nation where theſe Things can be 
done in the Face of Juſtice, and be made a 


Jeſt of afterwards, it will hardly be imagin'd 


that the Priviledges of the People can any 


way be ſecured, eſpecially when the E. 
lections of Repreſentatives are the Conſe- 


quences of theſe Meaſures. 


It would ſwell this Work to a Volume 
too big for preſent reading, if I ſhould enu- 
merate the Frauds of this kind, and give 
the Hiſtory ot ſuch of them as would readi- | 
ly occur; it may ſuffice to ſay, that every 
County in England can give Examples of 


the like, and of much worſe than - theſe ; 


and the Committees of Elections have 
been frequently tir'd with hearing them, 
tho? we cannot ſay that many of them have 
found Redreſs there; thoſe Committees 
having their particular Faux pas, which are 
worth Treating of by themſelves, and 
which in Time, an eſpecial Hiſtory may be 
given of, an able Hand having been ſome | 
Time employ'd therein already. 9 

Buying of Freeholas comes next to be con- 
ſider'd ; this is commonly called ſplitting of 
Freeholds, and is a modern Practice which | 
I find our Fathers were unacquainted with; 
for I mult be permitted to ſay, we are more 


learned in theſe. Crafts, than they were: 
Moreover, we find this Fraud principally 
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| CSI » 
put in Practice in the Counties adjacent to 
London, as if it were to be called a City- 
Cheat only; the Reaſon has been ſuppos d 
to be the Numbers of Inſtruments which 
were always to be had there to perſonate 
Freeholders, and to back and ſupport the 
wicked Project, and it has had ſuch unhap- 
py Succeſs in the Counties of Eſſex, Mid- 
aleſex, Surrey, Kent, &c. That the Army 
of liſted Freeholders carried out of London 
only, has been the dead Weight of an Electi- 
on, and has carried it like a Stream: It 
was once come to that height, that the 
Gentlemen who had Eſtates in Land, 
thought fit openly to Till off little Parcels, 
perhaps an Acre, or half an Acre at a time; 


transfer it like Bank-Stock, pro hac vice, 
that the poor unhappy Implement might 


be perſuaded, that his Oath was ſafe ; and 
the next day after the Election, theſe 


Properties, like the Act for Re- aſumptions, 


de volved upon the grand Landlord; and 
the Freeholder was obliged, with the Re- 
ward of a Guinea or two, for perjuring 
himſelf. It has been Matter of great Strife 
amongſt our Parties, who ſhall be charged 
with being the Author, or firſt Promoter 
of this Helliſh Management, whether Whig 
or Tory; for my part, I am no Judge be- 
tween them, to try the Cauſe ; ſo neither 
{hall I give Sentence on either Side, the ra- 

"= ther, 
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ther, becauſe whoſoever had the Infamy 
of beginning it, both Sides have the Scan- 
dal of putting it in Practice; nor did we ever, 
till the laſt Parliament, ſee either Side 
concern themſelves to ſuppreſs and diſ- 
courage it; but, without Controverſy, a 


viler and more barefac'd Wickedneſs ot that 


kind never appear'd in the World, which 
no honeſt Man could ever pretend to juſtifie, 
and yet all the honeſt Men on both Sides 
ſaw it practiſed without any Steps taken, or 
Endeavours uſed to diſcourage and ſuppreſs 
it. | | > 

To palliate this deteſtable and wicked 
Part, which had both Perjury, Forgery, 
Lying, and all the diſhonourable Things 
of that kind in it, the Men among both 
Parties who pretended to ſome Modeſty, 
contrived another Way, anda Way which 
they thought was perfectly clear of any 
Deceit; and this was to divide, or ſplit the 


Eſtates which they could come at, into as 


many Branches as it was poflible; eſpeci- 
ally where there were Tenements to be 


found upon the Land; every Houſe of 


which, became a Freehold: Then they 


were to find out Men who would, boa fie, 


purchaſe theſe little Freeholds, to qualifie 
themielves to Vote; and thus we found 
Citizens of London who had Votes in eight 
or nine Places, and every one of his Chil- 

dren 
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dren the like wo that the Father and three 
Sons made about 28 Freehelders in ſeveral 
Places. For MR _ Father” 5 Ac- 
count ſtood thus; 


For my Houſe at " Hodſton — Vote in 
the County of Hertford, 3 l. a Year. 

For my Land at Tottenham — 1 Vote in 
the County of Middleſex, 41. a Year. 

For the Ground-Rent at Windſor — 1 
Vote in the County of Bucks, 21. a Year. 

For my Freedom — 1 Vote] in the Town 
of Colcheſter. 

For my Dwelling in the Strand — 1 
Vote in the City of Weſtminſter. 

For my Livery in the Skinner's Com- 
pany — x Vote in the City of London. 

For my Houſe at Kingſton, value 3 l. 
Year, — 1 Vote in the County of Surry. 

For my Houſe at Greenwich, value 45 J. 
a Year, — 1 Vote in the County of Kent. 

For my Houſe at Stratford, — 1 Vote in 
the S of Eſſex. | 


An Eſtate in Spittle Fields, being a Free- 
hold of Ground-Rent, on which ſtood 117 
Houſes, was canton'd out into Freeholds ; 
ſo that I believe there are not two Houſes 
of them poſſeſs d by one Man, the Ground- 
Rent being juſt 40 l. per Ann. The like at 
Rot herhith; the like at Kingſton ; and in few 
Words, 


(38) 

Words almoſt every where elſe, where. it 
could be done. Now, albeit theſe are really 
and bona fide purchas'd Freeholds, for which 
a Valuable Conſideration may be paid, and 
that on this Account, the Parties wipe their 
Mouths, and ſay they have done no wrong; 
the Oath being literally a true Oath, which 
in the Caſe before-named, it was not; yet 


on the other Hand, as theſe Things are a 


Confederacy Cf Parties to make Votes, and 
raiſe Numbers to ſerve a ſeparate Intereſt 


in Election of Repreſentatives ; ſo they be- 


come potentially Fraudulent, and are a no- 
torious Grievance ; and by this Method it 
may in time come to paſs, as in part it was 
even ſome time ago, That the City of Lon- 
don would chooſe all the Members of Par- 
liament for the twenty Counties and Cor- 
porations next adjoining to them; ſuch as 
Kent, Surry, Eſſex, Hartford, Bucks, Mid- 
aleſex, and all the Burrough Towns in 
them; for it is evident, in the ordinary 
Courſe of EleQions, where the Votes are 
taken by the Freemen of a Burrough, that 
oreat Numbers of thoſe Freemen caſually 
coming to live in London, are carried down 
in Troops from thence to their reſpective 
Towns to Vote, which is done always at 


the Expence of the Candidates, and this is 


done, not only in adjacent Places, ſuch as 
Colcheſter, Hartford, St. Albans, Aylesbary, & c. 
but 
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but even to Sudbury, Ipſcwich, Norm ich, 
Coventry, and ſeveral other diſtant Places; 

wherein the Priviledges of Freedoms. ig Cor- 
porations being intended only” tor ih, 
whoſe Reſidence in thoſe Towns ſhould 11. 
deed be confin'd to 'em; and one Act to 
reduce it to that, would put an end to a 
World of Bribery, Corruption, and Ex- 
pences in bringing in of Freemen in many 
Places of England. 255 pes 

But J deſcend from theſe little Things, 
to more flagrant Crimes; and from buy- 
ing Freemen's Votes, Aldermen, and Ma- 
giſtrates in Corporations, to buying 
Corporations themſelves. This, as it is 
noted, is not ſo much a new Crime, as 
an old One new reviv'd; for we read in 
ſome Tracts, in the late Reign, of Stock- 

jobbing Elections, and ſetting up Corpo- 
rations to Sale in Exchange-Alley : How 
they came to leave off that Trade for a 
while, I know not, but this we are ſure 
f, (viz.) That it is at this Juncture re- 
viv'd again in an eminent Manner. The 
Abridgment of the Caſe is this, That a 
Country Gentleman, be Lord of the Manor, 
and perhaps Landlord of the greateſt Part 
of a Burrough, but either not willing, or 
not fit for the Buſineſs himſelf, (for every 
Man's Inclination does not puſh him that 
Way) or, perhaps willing to ſave his Mo- 
| ney, 
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ney, and get a little more to it, under. 


ſtands that a Penny may be made of it, 
4d : this Pu 


to ſtand, and is willing to recommend, c. 
That is, in a few Words, that Sir Thomas 


ſells bis Intereſt ; the Broker makes no 


Words, but preſently gets a Cuſtomer ; 
and thus the poor Burrough is bought a 

ſold, by a Mercenary Gentleman, to 4 
Party-making Citizen, who gets _ his 
Money, without any knowledge of the 
Intereſt of the Burrough, or of the Coun- 
try, and indeed without any regard to it, 
or deſign to ſerve it; but with a true De- 


ſign to puſh his Fortune, as it is call'd; 


to make himſelf conſiderable to the Court, 
and fell himſelf to the firſt Miniſter that 
comes in Play that will buy him; that is, 
to get a good Place, to keep in, and to 


make himſelf neceſſary to the Court; 
and fo without enquiring what that Mini- 


firy drives at, or how the Conſtitution 
and Liberty of his Country is, or is not 
ſtruck at, or is, or is not preſerv'd, and 
defended; he becomes a Tool to a 
Faction, and the innocent Burrough 
is made the Medium of its own Suf- 

tering; 


| | e a proper Perſon 1s 
| frand out, and he is told that Sir Willi- 
am, or Sir Thomas, who you pleaſe, declines 


thanks... 
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fering, and Diſaſter, for the Burrough bears 
a ſhare with the Nation. 5 
I remember à pleaſant - Account of this 
very Thing, repreſented once in an Act of 


a Play, which it ſeems, was never made 


Publick, and may therefore ſerve very 


| well to the preſent Purpoſe. It was be- 
_ tween a Wealthy Citizen, and his Book- 


keeper, one Scribble, with the interpoſition 
of a Change-Broker,» by whom the Affair 
was manag'd. It ſeems, the Gentleman 
was going to —, with his Man, to a late 


Election, to give his Intereſt for a Friend, 


and in the mean fime, being willing to 
make a Penny, of the Burrough he us'd to 
ſerve for, employs his Book-keeper'to try 
Eds. ß 
The Bit is all of a Piece, without any 
nce upon the reſt of the Play, and 
ſo may not be unpleaſant to be read at large; 
it was written many Years ago, indeed, 
but may not be uſeleſs to be read now, ha- 
ving never been made publick, and is as 
follows. 5 5 _= | 
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ACT. III. 


Euer Sir Thomas aud Scribble his Book: 
Keeper. ä 


Scene Exchange-Alley. 


Sir Thomas Sous. *-: 
WE I have been a Member lohg 


enough, 

Te done my Bolneß. From a Bankrupt 

Knight 

Fm re-eſtabliſh'd, have ſecur'd my Fate; 

Pm now atriv'd to that degree of Power, 

That Tyranny of Trade I always lov'd; 

I'm own'd the Regent of theg Jobbing 
World, 

And govern with my Breath the falling 

B; 

Beſides, this Senating is not ** Road. 


Enter Scribble. 
Now you're above the want of Privilege; 6 
Sir Tho. Thou haunt'ſt me like an Evil 
Confcience, _— 
T hate thee — 


Se Tis then, becauſe, like Con- 
ſeience, I perſuade 


To 


9 
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To Ballance your Accounts, and fate the 


Caſe, -- 
Between the World and you. 

Sir Tho. What's that to ieee 2 
My preſent Caſe 
Fonts quires me to reſolve one way or 

o ſtand or to decline; har, read . 


1 
Gives him a Letter from the Burrough. 


Scribble reads. bY 

E hear the Writs for a New Election 
will be out, and we ſend to know 
Jour Worſpips "Pleaſure; "whether yon 
Thank jt to Staud for our Corporation, or © 


if not, to defire your Wo o recom 
mend ſome other worthy fte ſuch as 


to JORr Worſhip”s Wiſdom al ſeem meet. 


Your moſt Obedient Servant, c. 


Sir Tho. I value not the Pemp of Parlia- 
Ment, 


I vote with greater Satisfaction here, 
Where I get * Scribble, Wiedoyt 


Noiſe. 


Scr. But if the N oiſe and Money come 
together, 


got- 


T2 - Noiſe 
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Noiſe and a City Knight, Sir, are fo ſuited, 
They are but Bell an Clapper. WES. 


Sir Tho. But I am + jaded with their dull 
Committees, 
The teizing Duns of Country lotig Petitions 


That haunt a popular Member, uch as 81 


Am. 


Ser. It . * BER when there s no 
Money ftirring, 
For — peo you nas Your: Game to 
we 
You, that without it never gave a Vote, 
And for it, ne'er deny*d to Friend or Foe ! 
Ta tir'd of Parliaments! that's range i in- 
ed! 


Sir Tho. 1 Vote ſecurely here, n my Buſineſs i is 


Scr. By right or , "your Buſineſs is 
well known 
To bubble City Fools, Stock. Jobb the 
Town, 
Invent Sham-News. to raiſe or fink the 


Stocks, 
As your Deſigns are laid to buy or ſell. 


Sir Tho, A better Trade, at worſt, chan 
Jobb the Nation, 
And Vote at Court, and Treaſurers direct, 


For | 


MN. fark 
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For private Penſion, or for <_ Fromile, 
And Travail, Cexriage ue | 


Ser. The Trades are much aike, I Oe 
110 1 
But in Degrees; ; both ny and that 
the greateſt — 7 ISS 
As moſt extenſive i in 1the Miſchief, 


Sir Tho, Well then, good. Seribbleys by 
your own Confeſſion, ; * 
I do leaſt Miſchief here, and let me tell you 
To do leſs Miſchief, and to get moſt Money 
Makes it ſtill more agreeable; 
But why not this prudential Part before? 
What then, dear EY 7s it uu hw late ? 
Ser. I doubt i it is: Had you {aid this nere, 
We might have driven on the ancient Trade, 
And made a Fenny on't; but now I fear 
The Market's over. 1 MET ns” 


Sir Tho. What Market mean '& thou 
Scribble? Thou'rt the Devil, 
Thou would{t not have me {ell the Nn 
ment? i 
My way has been 


Scrib, — Jo ſell your Friends, to ſell 
Whole Families, why not {ell Parliaments : ? 


Why 1 not a 3 W 75 8 


(46) 


Sir Tho. Tt's barbarous ; J cannot think 
r, Scribble. SE 


Scl. Of milling on't you mean ; , 1 


know ? tis berbarous 3 
* 2 Nation's purchas 4, ſore mult 
© f 


Sir Tho. But doiſt thou ſee ſuch Goods 
Jack, come to Market f 


| cond 1 So no Trade that rhrives 
but this at 


The Price advances £00, there's many 


Bfiyers, _ 
N o matter who's the Man, but who 


bids moſt. 


Sir Tho. But where's the . can yay 


find a Man 


Hardned enough to drive the wicked Bar- 


gain? 


Serib. I warrant you, if gane reſo 
to ſell 


You need but give me Orders. 


Sir Tho. Go try the Market then. 
Exit Scribble. 


Where 1 was my Head, that ſuch a happy 


Thought * _ Engender d 


Fngenderd not in my v Projedti 5 Brain? 
hs 


* I not Choice of Bureug Am I not - 
1 
Of being twice Returnd The Thought 

| improves, 


Pl fell them both, and at the next Election 

Reſume my Intereſt, for a ſecond Premio 

So bilk the Burrough firſt, and then the 
Chapman. 

*Tis true, tis ſomething treach rous ro my 
Friends, 

The hone Corporation, and ba . 

7 ones Country, but alas ! what's that? 

'wenty Hundred Pounds? Beſides, 

1 ſeems | 

"Tis grown a current Trade, the lawful way 

Of getting Money, warranted by Cuſtom. 


nter Scribble, talking with 2 Broker. 7 


Scrib. Look you Sir, Iuunnt a Man, 
I don't ſay Rogue, for that we know 's your | 
' \_ Frags, - - 
The Title of your Grant from the Govern- 
ment, 
And regiſter ra rth? Court of Aldermen ; . 
The City Books record that your Employ- 


ment 
Is Knaver) , and you preſerve your Stile 
With Gard dad cd. 2 But] — a 


Man | 
That's 


(48) 

That's thoro? pac'd ; a truly brazen Soul, 

One, that's all Face, a finiſh*d 4 

Would buy and ſell his Countr . Job the 
Nation, 

That fears no Bargain, tho? when Hell' 


1 he Chaps :  : - 
And values not the Curſes of Poſterity. 


Brok. Lord Mr. Scribble, why ſo very 
3 
On us? You know we are but implements, 
You are the Managers, tis you direct, 
We only act the Miſchiefs you contrive ; 
You get the Money, we the People's Curſe, 
And all the Merit 8 non P 


Scrib. Neer let us quarrel who's the 


greateſt Rogue, 
We know our own Share ; and we guek, 
at yours: 
But, can you help me to the Man J want, 
A harden'd Villain ? | 


Brok. Dear Mr. Scribble, have I ever 
Find, 
The blake! Thing your Maſter eber pro- 
„05 


You know Sir Thomas never can be Grew d 


By Men that ſtick at any Thing. 

How many ruin'd Families in vain 
Reproach me with this Crime? And 
Would you now Leave 


OA hal 
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Leave an old Servant 3 Can you want A 
Man | 
While Pm at Hand ? Pray let me know the : 
Work, 
Have you ſome Novel Villainy to act, 
So groſs, you think a Broker won't engage? 


Scrib. That muſt be gros indeed, 
. andL cones 
I ought not to have Thoughts fo hardly of 
=_ 
That you wou a baulk the worlt I coud 
Ronen: 
Well, can you find a Chapman for a Seat 


Bight Parliament ? I warrant that's 
the Caſe, 


Poor Scribble! What a a N ovelty you make 


it? 


1s this the mighty Difficulty : ? Too, 
For which you queſtion'd where to find a 


Man. 
I ſold Eleven Yeſterday at Change, 
And am come hither to tranfer the Intereſt, 
[Turns to Sir Thomas: 
Look you Sir Thomas, if you will decline, 
I know your Town, you need but Name 
Vour Price. | 


Sir Tho. Two Thouſand Guineas, i I 
like my Man, | 


Brok. Or like the _— ; ha tis that 
you mean. IK 


(50) 
It play by paid you down, 1 underſtand 


1 have a Friend i In Town Will be your 1 
very q 

Depend upon't as done, 2 „ 51% oo 
"Hundred Pounds | 1:41}, FF g 7 5 

You know's my Rate. 
"Theſe Things at Ten per Com: 

Are very Cheap. 


SCENE. Garraway S up Stairs. 


Sir Richard, Candidate, and one Stack 
Jobber. ä 


Sir Rich. . They talk of Fortune, Stars, 
and God knows what, 1 
Things which Prieſts by harſh and un- 
couth Names 
Call Providence 


8280 


l — A Pox of all their Cant, 
I underſtand em not, tis not my Trade 
To dealin future Worlds,and Thangs aboye. 


Sir Rich, J have no Factors there, there's 
AO Exchange 
Settled between the Ports; no Ships take 
Freight, 
No Charter -Parties ſign'd to undertake 
The dangerous 1 My Buſineſs lies 
Fat Tome ; | - Ye 
dts ok Itrade 


S 220 


C5 
I trade to all the Nubiebi Wor, 


Brok. And have large 5 Shares it at hs 
Publick Stocks. 


Sir Rich. Pm my own Bank, thy 1 wil 
are current Caſh, 
And if I pleaſe, can brealt the whole Ex- 
change, 


T is true at Bottom, 


0 


- £5 19 
q bk w# 


Brok. Pm a Cheat, what then? 
So's halfthe Ciry. Credit drives our Trade, 
And he's a Fool, that with one real Stock 
Can't trade to all the World. Cees a 

Stock 
At any Time makes all Mert Stocks your 

own. 


Sir. Rich. My Credit will command the 
general Warehouſe; 
Did T think fit to launch, how cowd I buy 
The richeſt Tradeſmen out of Doors; 
When &er I come the humble Bankrupt 
bows, 
And Cap i in Hand entreats to be undone. 


Brok. But till, cou d Fs ate itſelf unwind 
this Clue, 
You'r gone! One Fall wou'd cruſh you, and 
your Fall, 


Like a great General, that fights | it out 
G 2 To 


CT -. 
To the laſt Man, and ſells his Life too dear, 
Carries whole Squadrons with him to the 
Grave: 


so ſhould ſome ſyddain Shock your Credit 


blaſt, 
Pillars in Trade would ſtagger i in your Fall. 


Sir Rich. And Bankrupcy wou 'd threaten 
half the Town. 


Some Method muſt be though on to pre- 


Vent. 


Enter a Second Broker. 


24. Brok. The Riſe of Stocks, I hope you 


mean, Sir Rzchard, 
Pm ſure tis for your Intereſt to cry down 
The Value, till you've bought what you 
"II 


Sir Rich. cas. „ Who! ? enen Whence 

come you? So out of Time, 
Well how goes Stocks? Lou Fa I want 

to buy. | 7x. | 


2 7 
i | 


1 Brok. They riſe Sir, Two per c ent. 


advanc'd laſt Night, 
T hope you bought — e you left the Town. 


Sir Rich. They muſt be * firſt — 


I buy. 


FF Brok. Then you muſt give me leave 
to fay you ſell, The 


8 
( 
4 
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The very Name of that will fink the Stocks, 
Then privately youll buy it in again, 

And Make it riſe of Courle. 3 


Sir Rich, —— Aye, that's the way, 
Sir Thomas Longcloth twice grew Rich, 
Go, Satar's elder Brother, ſay, I ſell, 


And offer twenty "Thouſand Pounds at 


once, 


Till by the general Fright you ſink the Price, 
And 4 


reak a Brother Bear-skin ; 


Then meet me at my firſt return to Town, 
And take freſh Orders to amuſe the World 
With other Meaſures. Lou may To the foſt 


U + 


There s Room enough. — — 


/. Brok. Next Week, Sir Richard, Pll 
obey thoſe Orders, 


But beg you'll now excuſe me for a while, 
Till our Elections are a little over. 
We are ſo full of Buſineſs there 8 no Room 


For any thing. 


Fir Rich. hat you” ra ibi 
And ſelling Corporations. That black Trade 
Wil * you to the Barr upon your Knees. 


11. Brok. bil ſtand the Fate of that, I 
know too well 
The Riſque of . and cou'd I per- 
ſuade 


Lou 
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You that know all the World, to hear tre 
out, 

And think it worth your while to ſerve 
yourſelf, 

I have the faiteft Opportunity, 

You'll never do't with half the Eaſe or Colt 


Caad. Some Project now, dme Pocket- | 


picking Fund. 


Brok. Your Iervatit makes an Oer 
can't deſerve 

To be 1 ſighted, gueſt, and damn'd un- 
Hear 


I want no Cuſtomers, *twas-my Reſpect 


I0o break it firſt to you; but I have 
done, 


Your humble Servant, I have to- I | 


ther Hand. 


Caud. Come hither, Ghoſt, thou Myſte- 
e of Trade, - 
Speak Hell, let's hear the gloomy Oracle, 


Lou know J jeſt, tho tt with ſo much 


Truth, 
Thy Soul concurrs, and moves thee to avoid 
The hideous Repetition of the Crimes 


Which thy baſe Calling prints upon thy 
+ | Irs. -- - 


Brok. Yowre always running down th? 
wy Hands | 
That 


Offers 


50 
Tha make you Rich ; ; damning the Villany. 
By which you thrive: 
But: if y0u are enclin'd to hear an Offer 
That will compleat your Fortune all at 
once, 

Set you above the little Tricks of Trade; 
ake you a formidable K——e of State, 
A figiſh'd Cheat, above the Power of For- 

tune, 
I'M: ſhew you how. 


Caud. —— Now you begin to touch 
My Senſes; Prithee What's _ mighty 


Thought? 


Brok. Is Four Heart looſe? Can you 
disbur at large, 
And give the henalf Value of the Bleſſing? ? 
Dare your cloſe Temper part with ſuited 
Sums 
o raiſe your Intereſt to unbounded height ? 


Cand. Make that no Queſtion ; What's 
the Price demanded ? 
hen what's the Caſe ? 


Brok. Two Thouſand Guineas, Sir, * 

you'x ſecur d 

6 Three. Tear s Leaſe to fit in Parliament, 

Cand. The very Thing I wanted, this 
will do't. 


OW Many Bankrupt, Lale K——s 


Have 


(383J - 
Have don't betsce me? ? This has been th y 


Caſe;  ahide. © 
PII pay it down, but tell * me ho 8 the 


Man * 4 


Brok. Sir Thomas Longeleth, you can 
gueſs the reſt; He's juſt gone down. 
You muſt take Horſe — with 


me, 
You'll ſee him form your Intereſt, and this 
Day 
** Elections made at where you'll 
ee Ex | 


The fame thing acted there. I hold the 
_— 

Of fi fam'd * much dearer, Sir, than 
ä | 


-C and. 1 like 1 Man, and like the 
— Thing, the Price 
Shall break no — but can you fix the 
Buſineſs? 


Brok, Give me your Earneſt, Sir, I pol 
it down, 

My Book's a Regiſter, dead upon't 

Tis done if you but ſay the . 5 Lou 
know 

My Fees are- low, but 10). 1 anſwer fc 
Sir Thomas. 1 


Sir Rich. Thou Handle to the Devibf 
Vorſt Deſigns, Thou 


Is unemploy'd; and that's to be a Fool: 


"=. 
Thou art a lucky, tho? encroaching Dog; 


See there's a Hundred Pounds upon the 


Bank. Gives him a Bill. 
I ſhall have Ways and Means to make it up 
Il warrant you; Tl make the Service pay 
The Price I give. A juſtifying Warrant, 
Would any buy a Thing they could not ſell ? 
The Nature of the Thing ſuppoſes it; 
I buy a Power of Voting, Good, becauſe 
Others are ſtill at Hand to buy the Vote; 
This forms an Intereſt Good ! 
That Intereſt gives them Power, 
That Power gives Money: That Money 
pays for all. Re | 
Thus 'tis not Votes, or Seat b'th' Parlia- 
ment, = 

_ = the King and Country's bought and 
nt: - - | | 

And why ſo rich a Trade ſhould now be 
driven, | | 

And l that am a Merchant bred to Buſi- 
neſs 

Fitted for Univerſal Correſpondence, 

Should have no Hand 1n ſuch a fair Ad- 
venture, | 

Is very ſtrange. Pl ſtand no longer out, 

What, tho! it's Scindalous, the World's all 
Fraud, 


| Knavery's the General Trade, He that's 


not in't 


Py 


C5, * 


TIl launch, and tho? the Price is great, tis 
tue, | 
The Hazards little, the Returns are quick, 
And certain, for we always buy to ell. 
Exeunt. 


This Scene, however it ſeems but a Re- 
preſentation, has more Hiſtory in it than the 
„Reader may be willing to imagine; and if 
Enquiry were to be made, the Names of the 
Perſons might, perhaps, be too ſoon gneſs'd 
at. Let none pretend that it was only acted 
at the time it was written; but rather let 
them inform themſelves whether the very 
ſame Thing is not juſt now acting over 
this whole Iſland; and if ſo, whether theſe 
Things ought not to be detected, and ex- 
pos'd as Diſhonourable to all this well go- 
vern'd Kingdom, and as the height of Cor- 
ruption in our Conſtitution. 
There are many other kinds of Corrup- 
tion under this Head; but having dwelt 
1 ſo long upon this, and having ſomething | 
= equally ſordid, deſerving to be expos d, | 
[ which muſt be ſpoken of, I paſs on to the 
0 Second Head, (vis.) | 


24ly. Of Things Mean, Baſe, Scandalous, 
and beneath a Gentleman to ſtoop to, which | 
nevertheleſs our Men of Quality are pleas'd 
to ſubject themſelves unto, in order to get 
into the Houſe of Commons; Things 
„„  Þ 
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which would turn our Stomachs to hear, 
and will hardly bear to be written or read. 

If it be a true Maxim with Reſpect to 
Bribery and Corruption, That He that will 
buy will ſell, it may hold as well, and the 
Conjecture is as juſt, that He that will 
ſtoop to baſe and low Things, to be 
brought into the Houſe, is not the leſs quali- 
fied to ſtoop to ditto when he is there; He 
that can Un- man himſelf on one Side, may 
be ſuppos'd to be capable to Un- gentleman 


himſelf on the other, as Occaſion offers. 


It remains to deſcribe a little, the Cons 
duct of our Candidates in their Courtin 
and Careſſing the Country People for their 
Votes upon Elections, and to repreſent it 
fairly to the View of Indifferent People, 
that they may judge impartially of it, 
that they may ſee as well what the Method 
of wheedling and cajoling the Country is, 
in ſuch Caſes; as alſo what ſtrange, ſordid, 
brutiſh Steps the Exgliſb Gentlemen take 
to get into the Parliament. 


$ FR; | 
; S I promis'd to give you an Account, 
20 of our Succeſs, ſo I ſhould burſt 


© myſelf with Rage, if I did not give Vent 
* to my Mind, by repreſenting to you the 
© coarſeſt Scene of Life that it is poſſible a 
© Gentleman can fall into; and I doit with 
the more Satisfaction, as I think it _ 

s 
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be uſeful to you, who perhaps may have 
© hereafter the ſame Part to act, the Intereſt 
* and Eſtate being to deſcend to you (we 
"© Juppole) together, .. - ns 
© Your Uncle, Sir Anthony, with thoſe 
* Perſons who he employs about the Coun- 
* try to cultivate his Intereſt, have taken a 
© Tour round the Country, and having 
their Days of Meeting at every Market- 
© Town appointed, they were met by great 
Numbers of the Freeholders and Gentle- 
men, and likewiſe of the Rabble and 
Mobb, whether Freeholders or no, for 
u there can be no difference made; and as 
© theſe are the greateſt Numbers, his Trou- 
ble with them is the greater, beſides the 
© Difficulty of Behaviour to the brutal Part 
F pr Mankind, which is, in it ſelf, intollera- 
ble. 3 3 
© But being come within the Eve of the 
Election, and to the Place near which it 
© was to be made, viz. the Town of —— 
© our Scene was very particular, We had 
© Reſt little enough you may be ſure; Sir 
© Anthony never pulPd his Cloaths off, but 
© lay down a little about two Hours on the 
© Bed, the Town filPd the Day before, and 
© abundance of Country- men came in. | 
Our Buſineſs was firſt to place Men up- 
don the Road, and all the Entrances into 
the Town, to ha lloo to thoſe that came 
on upon the Road, A Sir Anthon), a Sir An- 
| thony, 
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thou, or by, his other Name, as we thought 
fit, and then when they anſwer'd the 
Name again, were to be told which 
vere the Houſes that Sir Anthom had taken 
up in the Town for his Friends, ſo they all 
ent thither of courſe. Sir Anthony had 
© {ecur'd the three principal Inns in the 
© Town, beſides eight or nine other ſmaller 
© Ale-houſes, where all that came, and would 
but bawl out 4 Sir Anthony, a Sir Anthony, 
© were welcome, and had Victuals and 
Prink, whatever they would call for. I. 

Our Steward had taken ſuch Care he- 
forehand, that all the Beer in all theſe 
© Houſes was agreed for, ſo that there was 
* no need to ſcore any thing, or keep any 
Reckoning; three hundred Barrels of 
© Beer were paid for, and every body might 
drink what they pleas'd. 3 
The Scene being thus laid, our worſt. 

Buſineſs was to go round all theſe Houſes, 
© and ſee the People, bid them Welcome, talk 
© Nonſenſe with them, drink Belch with 
every Clown, ſhake every Butcher and 
© Tanner by the Hand, and do all the ſordid 
© Things imaginable, to pleaſe and humour 
© them; and that when they were drunk 
too (which was the hardeſt Thing of all) 
© we hardly came into one of theſe Houſes, 
but we found them all in an Uproar, huft- 
ing and bullocking at th.ir Candidate, be- 
* cauſe he did not come and drink with them, 

and 


* 


r 
land that he thought himſelf too good to 
* ſpeak to honeſt Fellows ; What, fays an 


© old Grey-coat Farmer, half drunk, Does 


Sir Anthony think that I'll come here vive 
and thirty Miles to vote for'm, and he 
* wunt ſo much as zee us, and ſhake honeſt 
© Men by th? Hond, not I fags, Pll vote for 


© none of em, not I, my Rent's paid, and I 


©carn'ta Vart vorar” a Gentleman of 'em all. 
© In the Nick of this Broil in we came; 
* it was the great Room ar the George Inn, 
© that opens to the Yard, and all the Yard 
* was ſet full of little Tables ard Benches, 
© to receive as many ſeveral Companies as 
might be. 3 
When Sir Anthony came in, there was 
a little Hubbub, but it ceas'd. And firſt, 
his Honour's Buſineſs was, with his Hat 
in his Hand, to bid them all Welcome: 
He would fain have made one Leg and a 
Hat, with a Huzza or two at the Door, 
© have ſervd for all; but it would not do, 
an inſolent ſawœy Fellow, a Miller I think 
© he was, ſteps up to him, with his Hat on 
© his Head, and a Pot of Ale in his Hand, 
an' t pleaſe your Worſhip, my ſarviſh t'ye, 
ſays he, and drinks a great Draught, 


6 wipes his Mouth with the back of his 


Hand, and gives the great Pot to Sir 
Anthony. 

Well, this brings Sir Anthony to turn 
about to the Table he came from, and 


6 ſpeak 
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* ſpeak tothe reſt of them, ſo the Diſcourſe 
began, Well, Neighbours, ſays Sir Anthony, 
I am glad to ſee you all, I hope you are come 
to give me your Votes. „ 
A Farmer, half Drunk, and with a 
large Hiccup between every Word almoſt, 
© took upon him to be Spokeſman, and he 
* anſwers; Why, your Servant, Sir, we 
are all honeſt Yeomen of the County here, 
that come to vote as one may zay, are vor 
© you, except three or vour, and ſo ; and 
] believe they may be had too, as one 
may zay, you underſtand me, Sir, they're 
all upon the Road. | 
Sir Anthony lik'd this, and turning to our 
Steward, here Jeffery, ſays he, take your 
© Horſe, and meet our Neighbours; you 
© know Parſon Clumſie, two Guzineas is the 
Mord (ſoftly.) And, not to break in 
© too often upon the Story, about an Hour 
© after Jeffery came in, and whiſper'd Sir An- 
* thony: The Work's done, Sir, the Covey's 
all ſecur'd, they're here in the Houſe; five 
Guineas to the Parſon did the Jobb, he 
© wheedled in the reſt, and ſav'd your Mo- 
© ney for twelve more. 3 
But we had not been a Quarter of an 
© Hour at this Work, but a great Boor 
© of a Fellow, a Son-Gelder I think he was, 
comes in at the other End of the Great 
© Town, and bawling aloud, Here, Sarrah, 
* Drawer, D—» ye, where's Sir 3 
wy 2 6 
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© Candidate, I muſt drink 4 Pot with him by 
G-, and I will too, that's the Word? This 
© was an inſolent Fellow, and Sir Anthony 


| © hardly knew how to deal with him, but 


© he was bound to take every thing well. 


© Somebody told the Beaſt, that Sir Antho- | 


© zy was buly ; he huffs, and bawls aloud, 
Don't tell me of buſy, I am zure he has no 
* Buſineſs to Night, but to drink with us; and 
I am zare if . want drink with me, I want 
vote for he, and ſo 1 am even with his 
* Worſhip. By this time he was joyn d 


with two or three more like himſelf. 


,, ſays one of them, 4 Candidate 
not drin with as? He can't be 200d to 
vote that wont he drunk without Doors, mhat- 
© Per be does within. | 


Somebody whiſper'd Sir Anthony that 


che muſt go and ſpeak to them, or elſe he 


< would loſe ſome of them, ſo up he comes 
©to them. Wet, Gentlemen, ſays he, How 
© do ye all do? Have qe had any Drink? 

Tes, and pleaſe you, we have had ſome 
Drink, ſays one of them, but we muſt ſee 


jour Worſhip, and hope your Worſhip will 1 


© drink with us; tho) we beenꝰt Gentlefoll, we 


© be come to Vote for your Worſhip, bat youll 


© drink with us we hope vor all that: We hope 


© your Worſhip dor ut think Scorn to arink 


© with honeft Men. 


No Gentlemen, ſays Sir Anthony, ot I, 


l arink with you with all my Heart. 
FR as g 


WW 3 
* Why! Lok-ye nom, ſays the Sowgelder, 

© what Rog ues were they that told us your Wor- 
* ſhip was too Stout, you noud'nt ſpeak to us, 
nor drink with as, nor nothing? hp 
Another who was a Farmer, and very 

* drunk likewiſe, ſtarting among the reſt, 
* and talking juſt in his Face, And Faith, 
* fays he, Tour Worſhip nere had had my Vote 
* if youwd refasd to arink with honeſt Fellows, 
for tho we're Country Volk, look ye d'ye ſee 
© we know what's what (nay) and ſpend our Mo- 
© zey freely, Our Juſtice knows us, and the Par- 
© ſou too, and will be arunk with us as ſoon as 
* with Sir Anthony. Upon this began the 
* {curvyeſt Converſation that I believe he 
Cever had in his Life; to get from them 
© was impoſſible, and to ſtay with them 
© was the Devil; beſides all the other Houſes 
* were in an Uproar for want of him: But 
I muſt preſent you with Part of this Scene, 
Sir Anthony got upon his Feet, thinking 
© to give them a Complement and get away: 
© Well Gentlemen, I hope I have your Vote, ſays 
© he; , ay Sir, ſays the Sowgelder, o 
© your free, and arink your Cup with honeſt 
© Country Men: But ] hate theſe ſober Folks 
_ © (hup) ere good for nothing. Well here's 
to your Worſhip, as 4 Man may ſay, you're 4 
very Civil Gentleman, My Sarviſh to you 
Sir, and ſo (hup) your Worſhip is an honeſt 
Gentleman, If you'll pleaſe to ſtay. and drink 
6 mith us till Morne, * give all our F. = 
| © all 


CS) 
* all five of as. This was a mighty fair 
© Propoſal, _l ſay, to Sir Azthory that 
had five hundred People there, and a 
great many of them in the very ſame Hu- 
© mour and Pickle too. Well Gentlemen, 


« ſays Sir Azrhony, but let me ſpeak to thoſe | 
© other Gentlemen at that other T able, they are 


© your Neghbours, and very honeſt Men too, 


William's Tenants, and Freeholders all of 
them, I'll but ſpeak to them. Nay Sir, ſayͤs 
* the drunken Farmer, An't like your Nor- 
© (hip wo not ſtay a while and drink your Pot 
* with us, that's a foul Tale indeed, why as 
A4 Man may ſay, who'd give their Vote, and ſo 
* wot I by Mack, Pae not be for my Vather . 


Faith not I, and if he would uct drink. Thus 


© he's pinn'd down again, and ſeeing no 


* Remedy, takes up the Pot again, Well 
« T'Il ſtay, ſays he, and here's to you honeſt 
Farmer, and gives him the Jugg; and 
* whiſpering with me, ſays he, There's no 


May to get rid of theſe brave Fellows but to 


arinſ them down ; Let em put ſome Bran- 
* dy 1n their Liquor; then calling his Man, 
© he ſays to him, Robin, go call your Parſon ; 
« why ay, fays another Fellow a Butcher, 
* that's ſomething like, (hup) the Parſon may 
* for ought we know be as honeſt a Fellow 


as ours. By this Time had got two large 


pots of ſtrong Beer,. brought up with two 
* Quarterns of Brandy in them, and drink- 
ing to them, that I might help Sir Anthony 
out 
5 
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* out, ſays, Here Gentlemen, here's better Li. 
© quor for you: Says the Sowgelder, Ay this 


will dot, Faith Roger, this will dot, "tis hum- 


ming Stuff, I drank a ſwinging Draught ; then 
the Farmer takes it, Tour Worſhip*s Health, 
* and drinks a huge Draught, Tis nappy ſirong 
© by G--d, (pews upon him) J beg, (hup,) ha, 
* your Worſhip's Pardon, Pm got drunk ; 

© think ſo too ſays Sir Anthony, and rifing up, 
* turns to his Man, Here Robin, prithee wipe 


| <#; the Devil's in theſe Country Fellows, and 


* whiſpering with him, Tox Dog ſays he, can't 


jou turn me into the Crowd, and get me away: 


Robin took the Hint, and got him off, and 


e thruſt in between, ſo that they could 
not ſee him, and when they rav'd for him, 


* we told them they had ſo daub'd his 


«* Cloaths, his Worſhip was oblig'd to go 


© and ſhift himſelf, which, with much ado, 
* paſs'd for an Excuſe, together with our 
© leaving them all dead drunk upon the 
Spot, and Sir Anthony was very glad he 
came off ſo well. 

Sir Anthony had not been gone a Quar- 


© ter of an Hour from this Company, but 


gone of his Agents told him, there was a 
* fad Fray amongſt the Women up two 
Pair of Stairs, becauſe one ſaid Sir Anthony 
© had been at the Swan, and come into the 
© Room where the Freeholders Wives were, 
and had kiſsd em all round, and Jn: 
* elſe too, and there was Farmer Clamps Wife 

I 2 : * ſaid 


ca 


*faid, Truly, if they were not worth his 


* Worſhip's Notice, they would take care 
their Husbands ſhould not ſee their Wives 
* ighred. 5 

Nov it ſeems this ſomething elſe too was 
©a Hint that Sir Aziboay had given him, 
that when he ſaw a certain Set of the Far- 
© mers Wives, he was to kiſs them, and 
* convey a Guinea or two into their Mouths 
* at the ſame Time, which the other good 
* Women expected. | 

* However, it ſeems the good Women 
* who did not know Sir Anthony ſo well as 
© to diſtinguiſh, and were ſo drunk, that 
they might be the better impos'd upon, 
* were cheated ; for the Man of the Houſe 


* told Sir Anthony, if he pleas'd to lend 


© him his Great Coat, he would drefs up a 
© young Gentleman, who ſhould perſonate 
* him, and he would warrant they {ſhould 
© nor tind it out: This, Sir Anthony was very 
glad of, for he had other Work upon his 
Hands, and I, who had a great Mind to 


© fee this Part ated, went with the Land- 


© lord and attended the Gentleman who was 
* 10 paly for Sir Authany. 

hen we came into the Room there 
Was about Eighteen or Nineteen jolly 
© Country Wives, fome handſome enough, 
and ſome as other Women are; but all 
* look*d roly and mellow. 

* My Landlord introdut'd in Counterfeit 
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in his great blew Coat lac'd, with his 
Boots on, a Whip in his Hand, ec, Ladies, 
_ *fays he, here's Sir Anthony our Candidate 
come Jof now to Town and is come to pay his 
1 * Reſpeits to you all, Up ſtarts the Dames 
all in Confufion, down goes two or three 
1 . Pipes of Tobacco, that ſome of them were 
ſmoaking, and by Misfortune, one of the 
T handſomeſt of them threw a whole Quar- 
tern of Brandy into her Lap; my Land- 
1] lord?brings us to one; Sir Authom, lays 
* he, this is Farmer ---- Wife, he is a rich 
| Yeoman PII aſſure your Honour, and is 
not only a Freeholder, but has brought 
1 Three or Four more over to you; the 
good Woman was not ſo ready as ſhe 
* would have been: Madam, ſays J, Sir 
Anthony ſpeaks to you: She makes a low 
© Curteſie, and Sir Anthony kiſſes her, and 
© conveys two Pieces of Gold from his into 
© her Mouth. 
Lord Says another of them to her 
; © Neighbour, What 4 handſome Man he 7s, 
| <-faith he is a fine Gentleman fays another: 
Lord I wou'd not but a had a kiſs of him for 
never ſo much, ſays another. Well, this 
© Point was mannag'd- well enough, the 
Country Ladies were kifs'd all round, and 
ve ſat dow a while to drink with them too, 
but there was no need to put Brandy in 
their Beer, for they had drank nothing elfe 
* for a good while before, and having ** 
ti 
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still they were extravagantly drunk, and 
teen ſome Pranks among them, which for 
© the Sake of the Sex I forbear to name, Ou 
© ſham Sir Anthon) withdrew. 5 
In the mean Time Sir Anthony had a worſe 
Scuffle in the George Inn, for there a Coun- 


* try Gang got him among them, ſurrounded | 
* him, and would not let him ſtir, but drink | 


che muſt; it was his good Fate that they 
* being all Mob, and drinking nothing but 


Belch, they did not drink in Glaſſes, but 
in great Pots; ſo Sir Anthon) would hold 


*up the Pot a long while as if he drank a 


great Draught, and not taſte a Drop; by | 
this Means he kept himſelf ſober ; at laſt a . 


Country Parſon was ſo drunk as to call to 
him to hand the Piſs- pot to him, at which a 


neighbouring Farmer (tho as drunk as him- 


<{elf) took ſuch Offence, that he took the Pot 
c and water'd the Parſon with it from Head 


to Foot; that Paſſage begot a Fray, and 
Sir Authony got out of the Crowd juſt | 


as we came to tell him of our Adventure. 
We ſent in {ome help to fave the Clergy- 


man, and got him to Bed, and thus ended 


the Adventure of that Evening. 


But Sir Anthony's Fatigues were but new- 


y begun; he had thoſe Things to act over 
* again in every Houſe with ſuch a horrible 
Variety, that it makes me wonder, and en- 


quite with Aſtoniſhment, what is the Ad- 
vantage of ſitting in Parliament, that Gen- 


tlemen 


aro EE FETs Lark Son, He oe RS 


(71) 2 
© tlemen*can ſtoop to ſuch Things as theſe to 
© obtain it, aſſuring you, I would die in the 
© greateſt Obſcurity e*re I would unman my 
* {elf at ſuch a Rate. I recommend this 
brief Hiſtory to you, Sir, the Truth of 
* which your Uncle Sir Anthony can confirm 
© to you, that when you come to the ſame 


1 © Circumſtances, you may know how to act, 


and what to expect. Jam 

This Letter is but an Abridgment of the 
Story of this Sir Anthony, and may be taken 
as a Specimen of what is juſt at this time 
tranſacting (as I obſerv'd before) all over 
this Kingdom. What can be ſaid for this? 
The Writer of this would gladly hear, more 
eſpecially how the People who ſo openly 
complain'd of this Miſchief in the Election 
of the late Parliament, can bear or hear 
themſelves charg'd with being as guilty 


at this time as any of their Countrymen, of 
the ſame unaccountable Conduct. 


It may take up another Tract of this 


| kind, to enter into the ſeveral hiſtorical 
Narrations of Fact, which will make good 
the ſcandalous Practices at Elections, ſuch 
eſpecially as relate to Rabbling and Tu- 
mults, fighting, breaking Windows, in- 


ſulting particular Perſons, and ripping up 


all the Infirmities and Misfortunes of thoſe 
who they do oppoſe, and merely more 
than can be prov'd to be true; the ſcanda- 
| {ous Proceedings of the Clergy, and ſome- 


times 


Miniſters of State concern themſelves i in the 


the Injuſtice and Illegality of that Practice 


Cans 


times of the N obility, nay, and ſometimes 


of paſt Courts alſo for "influencing Elections, 
in 3 855 I may attempt to prove the Miſ- 
chiefs in this Nation, when a Court and its 


Election of Members; and that it is very 
rarely, if ever, that it can be for the Good 


of the People. 

The evil Conſequences of a Court 8 
ſending upon this ſecret Service, 
and disburſing Money to influence Electi- 
ons, are ſo many, that I cannot but reſolve 
to treat of it in a Book by it ſelt, in which 


ſhall be laid open, and Enquiry be modeſt- 
ly made how far we 0 e or ought not to 
complain of ſuch a Practice at this Time. 


